Thank you for submitting your manuscript entitled "Programmatic mapping and size estimation of key populations to inform HIV programming in Tanzania" to PLOS ONE. Your manuscript files have been checked in-house but before we can proceed we need you to address the following issues:
1. Thank you for your response. During our internal evaluation, we noted that the following sentence was removed from your ethics statement 'To ensure that the local administration in areas where the research was done is informed about the study, approvals to work in the study communities was sought from the regional and district health authorities and from the respective ward and village executive officers.'
To ensure that a full description of the ethical considerations taken in this study is documented in your manuscript, we ask that you please provide specific details about the approvals sought from the regional and district health authorities in your study. The monitoring of research studies is done by MRCC in collaboration with district and regional medical authorities. Therefore, the Sauti project wrote letters to seek permission from the regional and district health authorities. I have attached letters from regional, district and community authorities providing permission. Because of a large number of letters received, we have only attached a sample for your review.
The above statement was deleted because regional and district health authorities are not ethics committees, and therefore, do not provide ethical approvals. The JHSPH IRB-FC reviewed the above-referenced new application on October 7, 2015. We have determined that the proposed activity described in your application will involve mapping activities to identify the locations/sites where key population members congregate and/or meet casual or paying sexual partners and key informant interviews concerning the places and areas where sex workers and men who have sex with men are seen and congregate. No personal or private information about informants will be collected. Thus, the proposed activity does not qualify as human subjects research as defined by DHHS regulations 45 CFR 46.102, and does not require IRB oversight.
We anticipate that you will follow ethical practices in your interactions with individuals in the community during the course of your project. You are responsible for notifying the JHSPH IRB of any future changes that might involve human subjects and require IRB oversight. 
